
THE EPIDEMIOLOGY OF 
LIGHTENING DEATHS 

 

Education regarding lightning danger and precautions to 
lessen the likelihood of being struck by lightning are 

critical to reducing casualties

In the last decade, lightning was 
responsible for an average of 42 
fatalities per year in the United 

States.

Worldwide, lightning causes an 
estimated 24,000 deaths and about 
240,000 injuries annually.

 

In 2005, data indicated that 
approximately 15% of lightning 

casualties arose in organized 
sports, and 25% to 30% from 

recreational activities

 

In 2010 and 2011, The National 
Weather Service reported 48% and 
62% of lightning fatalities attributed 
to sport and recreation, respectively. 

 

The areas with the most lightning 
activity are Florida, the Gulf States, 
the Mississippi and Ohio River 
Valleys, the front range of the 
Southern Rocky Mountains, and parts 
of the Southwest. However, no 
location in the United States is safe 
from lightning 
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